
Vol.  04  No.03 2026 

 

 
 

Community Perceptions of Urban Redevelopment and 

Neighborhood Change 

Muhammad Zayan Farooq 

Department of Urban and Regional Planning, University of Engineering and Technology, 

Lahore, Pakistan 
 

ABSTRACT 

 

Urban redevelopment can improve infrastructure, services, housing and economic 

opportunity, yet the benefits are rarely distributed evenly. This narrative review 

examines how residents understand neighborhood transformation through the 

interrelated lenses of place attachment, social capital, affordability, displacement, 

environmental justice, cultural identity, public participation, social equity and inclusive 

governance. Drawing on established urban studies scholarship, the article argues that 

physical renewal should be distinguished from social improvement. Property owners, 

tenants, informal workers and vulnerable households may experience identical 

interventions in profoundly different ways. The review develops a community-centered 

evaluation framework emphasizing early consultation, protection against involuntary 

displacement, livelihood continuity, cultural preservation and longitudinal monitoring. 

Particular attention is paid to planning challenges relevant to rapidly growing 

Pakistani cities. The conceptual graph presents illustrative perceptions, not measured 

survey findings. The article concludes that redevelopment succeeds sustainably when 

residents can remain connected to place, participate in decisions and share in the 

benefits of urban change. 
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Introduction: 

Urban redevelopment is often 

justified as a practical response to aging 

infrastructure, population growth, 

environmental risk and changing 

economic demands. Projects can range 

from incremental street improvements 

and repairs to comprehensive 

reconstruction of residential and 

commercial districts. Although the 

physical goals may be readily described 

in terms of roads, housing units or 

investment, their social consequences are 

less easily measured. A neighborhood is 

simultaneously a built environment, an 

economic setting and a web of personal 

relationships. Consequently, a 

redevelopment initiative can improve 

one dimension of urban life while 

damaging another. 

Community perceptions matter 

because the same intervention creates 

different opportunities and risks for 

different residents. Homeowners may 
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welcome rising property values, while 

tenants worry that higher rents will make 

remaining impossible. A pedestrianized 

market can improve public space but 

temporarily reduce sales for small 

traders. New parks may improve 

environmental quality while accelerating 

demand for expensive housing. These 

differences should not be dismissed as 

resistance to progress: they reveal how 

benefits, burdens and decision-making 

power are distributed. 

This article is a critical narrative 

review rather than a report of original 

fieldwork. It synthesizes conceptual and 

scholarly arguments about 

redevelopment, belonging and justice, 

then considers their relevance to 

Pakistani urban conditions. The 

discussion proceeds through nine 

thematic sections and ends with a 

conceptual visualization and a practical 

summary. Because no survey dataset is 

available, no statistical percentages, 

respondent counts or causal estimates are 

presented as empirical findings. 

1 Understanding Urban 

Redevelopment and Community 

Perceptions 

Urban redevelopment refers to 

planned changes in the use, condition or 

organization of existing urban land and 

buildings. It differs from routine 

maintenance because it often reshapes 

the economic and social possibilities of 

an area. Regeneration is sometimes used 

more broadly to describe coordinated 

physical, environmental and social 

improvements. In practice, the 

terminology matters less than the actual 

degree of demolition, relocation, public 

investment and private control involved. 

Perceptions are not merely 

opinions formed after completion. They 

begin with expectations and prior 

experiences of public authorities. 

Residents who have previously 

experienced delayed compensation or 

unfinished infrastructure may distrust 

even technically sound proposals. 

Conversely, residents who have 

benefited from reliable public services 

may anticipate positive outcomes. These 

expectations influence participation, 

willingness to cooperate and 

interpretations of temporary 

inconvenience. 

Perceptions change across project 

phases. Before construction, uncertainty 

concerns the scope of works and 

possible relocation. During construction, 

daily experience is shaped by noise, 

dust, access restrictions and interrupted 

livelihoods. After completion, the 

relevant questions become whether 

services work, costs remain manageable 

and public spaces feel welcoming. A 

single satisfaction survey cannot 

adequately capture this evolving 

trajectory. 

An analytically useful framework 

separates perceived outcomes into 
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material, relational and procedural 

dimensions. Material outcomes include 

housing conditions and transport. 

Relational outcomes concern trust, 

belonging and social networks. 

Procedural outcomes concern 

transparency, representation and the 

possibility of influencing decisions. 

Redevelopment may perform well in one 

dimension and poorly in another, making 

multidimensional assessment essential. 

A practical implication of this 

discussion is that planners should 

document the gap between anticipated 

and experienced change. Baseline 

interviews can identify expectations 

before works begin; repeated 

consultations can then determine 

whether those expectations were met. 

This approach distinguishes 

dissatisfaction caused by temporary 

construction disruption from longer-term 

problems such as unaffordable housing 

or permanent loss of access. It also 

prevents highly visible capital 

improvements from obscuring less 

visible social costs. 

A further methodological 

consideration is whose perspective is 

counted. Voluntary online questionnaires 

may overrepresent digitally connected 

residents, while public meetings may 

favor people with free time and 

confidence speaking in groups. 

Combining interviews, observation, 

accessible surveys and administrative 

indicators offers a more balanced 

picture. Researchers should describe 

sampling limitations, avoid generalizing 

beyond available evidence and 

distinguish observed associations from 

causal effects. These principles are 

particularly important when 

redevelopment becomes politically 

contentious. 

2 Social Relationships and 

Neighborhood Attachment 

Place attachment develops 

through repeated routines, shared 

memories and connections to familiar 

people and institutions. Residents may 

identify with a street market, a school 

route, a neighborhood mosque, a 

courtyard or a particular cluster of shops. 

Such attachments are not reducible to 

market price. They give everyday spaces 

emotional meaning and provide 

continuity across generations. 

Neighborhood social capital 

includes informal exchanges of 

childcare, employment information, 

assistance during illness and mutual 

monitoring of public space. Jacobs 

(1961) described the importance of 

ordinary street activity for neighborhood 

vitality, while Putnam (2000) 

emphasized social networks and civic 

cooperation. Redevelopment that 

removes meeting places or separates 

households can disrupt these forms of 

support even if new buildings are 

physically superior. 



Vol.  04  No.03 2026 

 

 
 

Not all neighborhood ties are 

equally positive. Dense social networks 

may also produce exclusion or resistance 

to newcomers. Inclusive planning 

therefore aims neither to freeze 

communities in time nor to romanticize 

existing arrangements. It seeks to 

preserve valuable relationships while 

creating safe opportunities for 

interaction among existing and incoming 

residents. 

Social impact assessments should 

examine the continuity of everyday 

relationships, not simply the number of 

households rehoused. Questions about 

where residents meet, whom they rely on 

during emergencies and whether they 

still feel welcome can reveal changes 

that property indicators miss. 

Maintaining nearby schools, accessible 

markets and common spaces can protect 

relational continuity during phased 

redevelopment. 

A practical implication of this 

discussion is that planners should 

document the gap between anticipated 

and experienced change. Baseline 

interviews can identify expectations 

before works begin; repeated 

consultations can then determine 

whether those expectations were met. 

This approach distinguishes 

dissatisfaction caused by temporary 

construction disruption from longer-term 

problems such as unaffordable housing 

or permanent loss of access. It also 

prevents highly visible capital 

improvements from obscuring less 

visible social costs. 

A further methodological 

consideration is whose perspective is 

counted. Voluntary online questionnaires 

may overrepresent digitally connected 

residents, while public meetings may 

favor people with free time and 

confidence speaking in groups. 

Combining interviews, observation, 

accessible surveys and administrative 

indicators offers a more balanced 

picture. Researchers should describe 

sampling limitations, avoid generalizing 

beyond available evidence and 

distinguish observed associations from 

causal effects. These principles are 

particularly important when 

redevelopment becomes politically 

contentious. 

3 Economic Opportunities and 

Housing Affordability 

Investment in streets, utilities and 

public amenities may increase 

productivity and attract new firms. 

Improved transport can expand access to 

employment, and renovated commercial 

areas may support entrepreneurship. Yet 

these benefits depend on who owns 

assets, who pays the costs and whether 

existing businesses can survive the 

transition. Economic growth alone is an 

insufficient measure of neighborhood 

welfare. 
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Owners can gain from property 

appreciation while renters encounter 

escalating costs. When redevelopment 

raises expectations of future returns, 

landlords may seek higher rents even 

before construction finishes. A tenant 

who loses housing stability may receive 

little benefit from the increased value of 

surrounding property. Housing policy 

must therefore consider security of 

tenure as well as the physical quality of 

dwellings. 

Local shops, workshops and 

street vendors provide inexpensive 

goods, flexible employment and 

recognizable social spaces. Construction 

barriers can interrupt customer access 

and cash flow. After renewal, formal 

retail units may have rents and licensing 

requirements that established traders 

cannot meet. Business continuity 

measures such as temporary market 

sites, phased access and affordable re-

entry options should be considered at the 

design stage. 

Affordability assessment must 

include more than monthly rent. 

Transport costs, utility bills, school 

access, maintenance charges and the cost 

of replacing lost neighborhood services 

all affect household budgets. A family 

moved to a cheaper dwelling at the urban 

edge may nonetheless face a higher total 

cost of living because travel becomes 

longer and informal support disappears. 

A practical implication of this 

discussion is that planners should 

document the gap between anticipated 

and experienced change. Baseline 

interviews can identify expectations 

before works begin; repeated 

consultations can then determine 

whether those expectations were met. 

This approach distinguishes 

dissatisfaction caused by temporary 

construction disruption from longer-term 

problems such as unaffordable housing 

or permanent loss of access. It also 

prevents highly visible capital 

improvements from obscuring less 

visible social costs. 

A further methodological 

consideration is whose perspective is 

counted. Voluntary online questionnaires 

may overrepresent digitally connected 

residents, while public meetings may 

favor people with free time and 

confidence speaking in groups. 

Combining interviews, observation, 

accessible surveys and administrative 

indicators offers a more balanced 

picture. Researchers should describe 

sampling limitations, avoid generalizing 

beyond available evidence and 

distinguish observed associations from 

causal effects. These principles are 

particularly important when 

redevelopment becomes politically 

contentious. 
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4 Residential Displacement and 

Community Vulnerability 

Displacement can be direct, as 

when buildings are demolished and 

residents must move, or indirect, as 

when rising costs and changing 

commercial conditions make continued 

residence impractical. Both forms can 

weaken a community. Even residents 

who stay may experience cultural or 

social displacement when the 

neighborhood becomes unfamiliar and 

everyday activities are priced out. 

Relocation can disrupt education, 

healthcare access and livelihoods. A 

household dependent on walking to 

nearby employment may face substantial 

hardship if moved far from the original 

site. Older residents may lose informal 

caregivers and established routines. 

Children may have to change schools. 

These effects demonstrate why 

replacement housing should be evaluated 

in relation to services, networks and 

employment rather than floor area alone. 

Fullilove (2004) emphasized the 

psychological damage associated with 

the destruction of familiar urban 

environments. This perspective 

encourages planners to recognize grief, 

insecurity and loss of belonging as 

meaningful outcomes. Such harms may 

not be captured in compensation 

schedules but can have enduring 

implications for well-being and trust. 

Prevention is preferable to 

compensation after avoidable 

displacement. Options include upgrading 

buildings in place, phased works, legally 

clear rights of return, nearby temporary 

accommodation and sustained 

affordability protections. When 

relocation cannot be avoided, households 

should receive understandable 

information, independent assistance and 

genuine opportunities to challenge 

inadequate arrangements. 

A practical implication of this 

discussion is that planners should 

document the gap between anticipated 

and experienced change. Baseline 

interviews can identify expectations 

before works begin; repeated 

consultations can then determine 

whether those expectations were met. 

This approach distinguishes 

dissatisfaction caused by temporary 

construction disruption from longer-term 

problems such as unaffordable housing 

or permanent loss of access. It also 

prevents highly visible capital 

improvements from obscuring less 

visible social costs. 

A further methodological 

consideration is whose perspective is 

counted. Voluntary online questionnaires 

may overrepresent digitally connected 

residents, while public meetings may 

favor people with free time and 

confidence speaking in groups. 

Combining interviews, observation, 
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accessible surveys and administrative 

indicators offers a more balanced 

picture. Researchers should describe 

sampling limitations, avoid generalizing 

beyond available evidence and 

distinguish observed associations from 

causal effects. These principles are 

particularly important when 

redevelopment becomes politically 

contentious. 

5 Environmental Quality and Physical 

Infrastructure Transformation 

Urban renewal offers 

opportunities to address deteriorating 

drainage, poor sanitation, unsafe streets 

and insufficient green space. These 

improvements can support public health, 

reduce flooding and make 

neighborhoods more comfortable. 

Residents often evaluate projects 

through practical experiences such as 

reliable water supply, walkable 

pavements and functioning streetlights 

rather than architectural appearance 

alone. 

Construction creates temporary 

but consequential environmental 

pressures. Dust, noise, vibration and 

traffic diversions can disproportionately 

affect children, older adults and residents 

with limited mobility. Small businesses 

may also experience reduced footfall. 

Transparent schedules, accessible 

complaints systems and enforceable 

mitigation standards can reduce these 

burdens. 

Environmental justice asks who 

receives green infrastructure and who 

bears the costs of redevelopment. A new 

park may improve local ecology while 

raising land values beyond the reach of 

existing tenants. Equally, moving lower-

income residents to distant settlements 

with inadequate services can simply 

transfer environmental disadvantage. 

Social protection must accompany 

environmental upgrading. 

Climate-responsive 

redevelopment should include permeable 

surfaces, shade, flood-sensitive drainage 

and energy-efficient construction where 

appropriate. In Pakistani cities, heat 

exposure, monsoon flooding and 

unreliable infrastructure make resilience 

particularly relevant. Nevertheless, 

technical designs should be tested 

against local maintenance capacity and 

the daily needs of residents. 

A practical implication of this 

discussion is that planners should 

document the gap between anticipated 

and experienced change. Baseline 

interviews can identify expectations 

before works begin; repeated 

consultations can then determine 

whether those expectations were met. 

This approach distinguishes 

dissatisfaction caused by temporary 

construction disruption from longer-term 

problems such as unaffordable housing 

or permanent loss of access. It also 

prevents highly visible capital 
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improvements from obscuring less 

visible social costs. 

A further methodological 

consideration is whose perspective is 

counted. Voluntary online questionnaires 

may overrepresent digitally connected 

residents, while public meetings may 

favor people with free time and 

confidence speaking in groups. 

Combining interviews, observation, 

accessible surveys and administrative 

indicators offers a more balanced 

picture. Researchers should describe 

sampling limitations, avoid generalizing 

beyond available evidence and 

distinguish observed associations from 

causal effects. These principles are 

particularly important when 

redevelopment becomes politically 

contentious. 

6 Cultural Identity, Heritage, and 

Sense of Place 

Neighborhood identity is 

sustained through buildings, markets, 

languages, festivals, religious practices 

and shared histories. A place can be 

culturally significant without appearing 

on an official heritage register. Ordinary 

tea shops, courtyards and narrow streets 

may carry memories and support 

repeated encounters that help residents 

recognize their community. 

Wholesale demolition risks 

erasing both tangible and intangible 

heritage. A reconstructed district may 

retain a few historic facades while 

replacing the people and activities that 

gave those structures meaning. 

Preservation should therefore focus on 

living practices and social access, not 

solely on architectural appearance or 

tourism potential. 

Adaptive reuse, careful building 

rehabilitation and participatory cultural 

mapping can reconcile improvement 

with continuity. Residents can identify 

locally meaningful sites and explain how 

they are used across the day and year. 

Such information can guide the location 

of new amenities and reduce 

unnecessary destruction of valued 

spaces. 

Cultural preservation must 

remain inclusive. Communities evolve, 

and newcomers should be able to 

contribute to neighborhood life. The goal 

is to avoid displacement-driven 

homogenization while supporting 

exchange and adaptation. A successful 

redevelopment may look different from 

the original district yet retain 

recognizable social relationships and 

accessible cultural institutions. 

A practical implication of this 

discussion is that planners should 

document the gap between anticipated 

and experienced change. Baseline 

interviews can identify expectations 

before works begin; repeated 

consultations can then determine 

whether those expectations were met. 

This approach distinguishes 
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dissatisfaction caused by temporary 

construction disruption from longer-term 

problems such as unaffordable housing 

or permanent loss of access. It also 

prevents highly visible capital 

improvements from obscuring less 

visible social costs. 

A further methodological 

consideration is whose perspective is 

counted. Voluntary online questionnaires 

may overrepresent digitally connected 

residents, while public meetings may 

favor people with free time and 

confidence speaking in groups. 

Combining interviews, observation, 

accessible surveys and administrative 

indicators offers a more balanced 

picture. Researchers should describe 

sampling limitations, avoid generalizing 

beyond available evidence and 

distinguish observed associations from 

causal effects. These principles are 

particularly important when 

redevelopment becomes politically 

contentious. 

7 Public Participation, Governance, 

and Institutional Trust 

Participation is often presented as 

a procedural requirement, but its 

substance depends on the influence 

residents can exercise. Arnstein (1969) 

distinguished symbolic consultation 

from forms of citizen power. A public 

meeting held after major decisions have 

been finalized may produce little 

meaningful participation even if 

attendance is high. 

Trust grows when authorities 

explain alternatives, disclose likely 

impacts and demonstrate that community 

input can change project design. Clear 

maps, timelines, compensation rules and 

contact points reduce rumor and 

uncertainty. Authorities should also 

report which suggestions were accepted, 

rejected or deferred and explain why. 

Participation methods should 

reflect differences in literacy, work 

schedules, language and mobility. 

Household visits, small-group 

discussions, accessible meeting locations 

and translated summaries can reach 

people excluded by conventional 

hearings. Tenant representatives, 

informal traders, women, older adults 

and people with disabilities require 

opportunities to speak independently of 

more powerful stakeholders. 

Engagement should continue 

after approval. Construction committees 

can address access problems and monitor 

safety, while post-occupancy reviews 

can identify affordability pressures and 

malfunctioning facilities. Ongoing 

dialogue creates opportunities for 

corrective action and demonstrates that 

public participation is a continuing 

relationship rather than a one-time event. 

A practical implication of this 

discussion is that planners should 

document the gap between anticipated 
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and experienced change. Baseline 

interviews can identify expectations 

before works begin; repeated 

consultations can then determine 

whether those expectations were met. 

This approach distinguishes 

dissatisfaction caused by temporary 

construction disruption from longer-term 

problems such as unaffordable housing 

or permanent loss of access. It also 

prevents highly visible capital 

improvements from obscuring less 

visible social costs. 

A further methodological 

consideration is whose perspective is 

counted. Voluntary online questionnaires 

may overrepresent digitally connected 

residents, while public meetings may 

favor people with free time and 

confidence speaking in groups. 

Combining interviews, observation, 

accessible surveys and administrative 

indicators offers a more balanced 

picture. Researchers should describe 

sampling limitations, avoid generalizing 

beyond available evidence and 

distinguish observed associations from 

causal effects. These principles are 

particularly important when 

redevelopment becomes politically 

contentious. 

8 Social Equity and Differentiated 

Community Experiences 

Communities are internally 

diverse. Owners and renters, employers 

and employees, long-term residents and 

newcomers, and people of different ages 

may have conflicting interests. Treating 

a neighborhood as a single unified voice 

risks allowing influential groups to 

define priorities for everyone. Equity-

oriented assessment begins by 

identifying these differences. 

Distributional justice concerns 

the allocation of benefits and burdens. 

Procedural justice concerns who can 

influence decisions. Recognition justice 

concerns whether different identities and 

experiences are respected. A project may 

provide new services yet remain unjust if 

vulnerable households are excluded from 

planning or forced to relocate. 

Gender, disability and caregiving 

responsibilities shape mobility and 

public-space use. Better lighting, safe 

crossings, accessible transport and public 

toilets may improve daily life. However, 

a design that lengthens school journeys 

or removes nearby informal childcare 

can create burdens that standard traffic 

or property assessments overlook. 

Monitoring should disaggregate 

outcomes where ethically and practically 

feasible. Housing retention, rent 

changes, business survival, travel time 

and satisfaction may be analyzed by 

tenure and relevant socioeconomic 

characteristics. Protecting privacy is 

essential, particularly when collecting 

information from undocumented or 

otherwise vulnerable households. 
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A practical implication of this 

discussion is that planners should 

document the gap between anticipated 

and experienced change. Baseline 

interviews can identify expectations 

before works begin; repeated 

consultations can then determine 

whether those expectations were met. 

This approach distinguishes 

dissatisfaction caused by temporary 

construction disruption from longer-term 

problems such as unaffordable housing 

or permanent loss of access. It also 

prevents highly visible capital 

improvements from obscuring less 

visible social costs. 

A further methodological 

consideration is whose perspective is 

counted. Voluntary online questionnaires 

may overrepresent digitally connected 

residents, while public meetings may 

favor people with free time and 

confidence speaking in groups. 

Combining interviews, observation, 

accessible surveys and administrative 

indicators offers a more balanced 

picture. Researchers should describe 

sampling limitations, avoid generalizing 

beyond available evidence and 

distinguish observed associations from 

causal effects. These principles are 

particularly important when 

redevelopment becomes politically 

contentious. 

 

9 Sustainable and Inclusive 

Redevelopment Strategies 

Inclusive redevelopment starts 

with a baseline assessment of 

infrastructure, housing security, 

livelihoods, cultural resources and social 

relationships. Planning alternatives 

should then be compared not only for 

cost and technical feasibility but also for 

their consequences for resident retention 

and everyday life. Smaller-scale 

upgrading may sometimes achieve 

practical improvements with less 

disruption than wholesale clearance. 

Affordability safeguards require 

explicit definitions, eligibility criteria 

and long-term enforcement. A nominal 

promise of affordable housing is 

inadequate unless prices, duration and 

access are specified. Rights of return 

must likewise be supported by realistic 

financing, timely delivery and clear 

administrative procedures. 

Livelihood continuity can be 

protected through phased construction, 

temporary trading areas, communication 

about closures and accessible 

commercial rents after completion. 

Community facilities and public spaces 

should remain usable throughout the 

project where feasible. These practical 

measures can prevent short-term 

disruption from becoming permanent 

exclusion. 

Evaluation should follow 

residents over time. Before-and-after 
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indicators can include housing cost 

burden, commuting time, access to 

schools and clinics, local business 

continuity, perceived safety, social ties 

and trust in authorities. Independent 

review and public reporting can improve 

accountability and reveal unintended 

consequences. 

For Pakistani cities, coordination 

among planning agencies, municipal 

services, housing authorities and 

community organizations is particularly 

important. Informal settlements and 

businesses should not be treated as 

invisible merely because they fall 

outside conventional property records. 

Durable improvement requires 

institutional capacity, clear rights, 

realistic maintenance budgets and a 

commitment to fair treatment. 

A practical implication of this 

discussion is that planners should 

document the gap between anticipated 

and experienced change. Baseline 

interviews can identify expectations 

before works begin; repeated 

consultations can then determine 

whether those expectations were met. 

This approach distinguishes 

dissatisfaction caused by temporary 

construction disruption from longer-term 

problems such as unaffordable housing 

or permanent loss of access. It also 

prevents highly visible capital 

improvements from obscuring less 

visible social costs. 

A further methodological 

consideration is whose perspective is 

counted. Voluntary online questionnaires 

may overrepresent digitally connected 

residents, while public meetings may 

favor people with free time and 

confidence speaking in groups. 

Combining interviews, observation, 

accessible surveys and administrative 

indicators offers a more balanced 

picture. Researchers should describe 

sampling limitations, avoid generalizing 

beyond available evidence and 

distinguish observed associations from 

causal effects. These principles are 

particularly important when 

redevelopment becomes politically 

contentious. 

 

Summary 

Urban redevelopment can 

improve living conditions while creating 

new risks for the very people it intends 

to serve. This review has argued that 

community perceptions provide a 

necessary complement to technical and 



Vol.  04  No.03 2026 

 

 
 

financial evaluations. Residents interpret 

projects through daily routines, housing 

security, cultural identity, local 

livelihoods and experiences of 

institutional fairness. These dimensions 

explain why support and anxiety can 

coexist within the same neighborhood. 

The most consequential policy 

challenge is unequal exposure to costs. 

Property appreciation may reward 

owners while threatening tenants; new 

commercial activity may benefit 

investors while excluding established 

traders. Physical relocation can sever 

access to employment and support 

networks, while social displacement can 

weaken belonging even without a change 

of address. Environmental and cultural 

improvements therefore need safeguards 

that keep their benefits accessible to 

existing communities. 

Effective responses include early 

and meaningful participation, transparent 

compensation, in-place upgrading where 

feasible, affordable housing protections, 

business continuity planning, cultural 

mapping and long-term monitoring. 

Evaluations should examine who stays, 

who leaves, who pays more and who 

gains access to new opportunities. For 

Pakistani urban areas, these principles 

are relevant to planning that must 

respond simultaneously to infrastructure 

deficits, population pressure and 

socioeconomic inequality. 

The article does not claim 

empirical findings from a particular city 

or sample. Its graph is explicitly 

conceptual, and future research should 

use representative longitudinal evidence 

to test the proposed relationships. 

Ultimately, sustainable redevelopment is 

not only the production of improved 

physical space: it is the creation of urban 

environments in which established and 

incoming residents can live with dignity, 

participate in decisions and share fairly 

in neighborhood change. 
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